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E.   COMPREHENSION 

 
Read the following text and then answer the questions on the Language Paper. 

 
Despite being a reasonably experienced scuba diver, I had never seen a “bommie”. This 
is something that Heron Island in the Great Barrier Reef is famous for and it turned out 

to be a spectacular sight. What I saw was a miniature habitat like a tiny underwater 
island. My experience was enhanced by a gigantic manta ray gently flapping its wing-

like fins, performing underwater ballet right above it. When a turtle happened to swim 5 
by for good measure, the Great Barrier Reef won me over completely.  It is a unique 
and breath-taking spot on this planet of ours.   

Talking to the other divers on the boat, we had all been attracted to the Great Barrier 
Reef, off the coast of Australia, for the same reason. We all wanted to see the world’s 

largest coral formation and its vast variety of ecological habitats and marine species. 10 
Not only were we spellbound by its beauty, but it made us understand the importance 
of preserving this precious environment. 

Underwater tourism is opening the ocean up to travellers, offering them the chance to 
see the marine world that covers 70% of our planet. New openings are bringing more 

people into contact with marine sites.  One such example is the world’s first underwater 15 
hotel, the Conrad Island, which opened in 2018. Another is the world’s largest 
underwater restaurant, Under, in Norway, opened in 2019 as well as the hot new trend 

of underwater art galleries, such as 2019’s Underwater Sculpture Trail in Australia. 
However, underwater tourism is hardly a new concept. 

Jacques Cousteau invented general-use scuba gear in 1942. The Professional 20 
Association of Diving Instructors has issued 27 million diver certifications globally since 
1967. According to this Association, there are around 6 million active scuba divers in 

the world, plus countless snorkelling enthusiasts. These explore the edges of our 
oceans, diving sunken wrecks, swimming with whales and turtles and even going 

underwater caving. In addition, coastal resorts have long offered trips in glass-bottomed 25 
boats. 

More recently, however, a shift in thinking has taken place. It has brought scuba-like 
adventure to people who are not skilled divers or swimmers. It has done the same for 
those who don’t have the time or means to earn diving certification. Experiences such 

as Seawalker on Green Island in the Great Barrier Reef allow people to submerge while 30 
wearing a large glass helmet. Here “divers” are dressed in a protective suit and gently 

lowered to the ocean floor, where they quite literally walk upright on the sand, 
connected by tubes that allow them to breathe normally while underwater. 

Then there are submersible rides, which offer tours along reefs of some of the world’s 

most interesting islands and coastal regions. These range from larger submarines for 35 
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groups of tourists to super-luxurious private subs, such as the ones by Deepflight in the 

Maldives. These environmentally friendly and air-conditioned crafts have enough space 
for two people and a pilot. They also have individual viewing domes that allow an 

exclusive up-and-close experience.  Many believe these sleek submersibles may be the 
future of underwater exploration, since they are battery-operated and do not make a 40 
lot of noise. However, they often carry a hefty price tag. The Deepflight, for example, 
costs €1,300 per couple for an hour, which puts the experience out of reach for many. 

Whether or not submersible rides will become common, all these innovative underwater 

experiences have an important secondary benefit. They’re educating a new audience on 
the need to care for the ocean, which is struggling with threats such as over-fishing and 45 
pollution. The Covid-19 pandemic, and the visible signs of environmental relief when 
the world was in lockdown, is another timely reminder of the need to travel and live 
more sustainably. 

New underwater projects are taking this on board. They are working hand in hand with 
conservationists to make the travel experience not only fun but educational. While dive 50 
centres highlight the threats, research centres are showcasing their research on topics 
such as the effects off plastic waste and reef destruction. They’re asking visitors to take 
away both an enjoyable experience and vital knowledge, too. 

With so many attractions under the seas, it is up to local governments and tour 
operators to ensure the sites are managed in an environmentally friendly manner. As 55 
underwater tourism grows in popularity, we have a chance to see that these new 
attractions are developed sustainably. It is also an opportunity to educate travellers and 
raise awareness about the need to protect reefs and the marine world.  If done well, 

underwater tourism just might help save our oceans.      (adapted from https://bbc.com)     
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